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PRCC Habitat Subcommittee 
Conference Call 

 
Thursday, 13 November 2025 

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 

Final Meeting Minutes 

PRCC Habitat Subcommittee Members 
Tracy Bowerman, Shelby Fowler (alt), USFWS  Chris Fisher, CTCR  
Dave Duvall, Deanne Pavlik-Kunkel (alt), GPUD  Brandon Rogers, Hans Smith (alt), YN  
Scott Carlon, NMFS/NOAA0F

1  Carl Merkle, CTUIR 

Jeremy Cram, Cody Gillin (alt), WDFW  Erin Harris, GPUD 
Nathan and Clayton Buck, Wanapum  Tracy Hillman, BioAnalysts, Chair 

Meeting Attendees 
Chris Fisher, CTCR  Dave Duvall, GPUD 
Jeremy Cram, WDFW  Tracy Bowerman, USFWS 
Brandon Rogers, YN   Chris Mott, GPUD 
Cody Gillin, WDFW  Erin Harris, GPUD 
Tracy Hillman, BioAnalysts, Chair   
 

Action Items: 

• Dave Duvall with check with the Methow Salmon Recovery Foundation to see whether the 
Bartsch Acquisition – Lower Twisp River – Reach 2A Project can be closed. 

• Dave Duvall will contact the Okanagan Nation Alliance and let them know that the PRCC HabSC 
would accept a specification sheet requesting funding to extend the ORRI Okanagan Falls 
Project.  

  

 
1 NOAA Fisheries did they notify the Chair requesting a delay in voting on decision items. Therefore, decisions were made by 
members present.   
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Decision Items1F

2: 

• Decision: PRCC Habitat Subcommittee members approved $301,862.80 for the Okanagan Nation 
Alliance Okanagan Lake Dam East Salmon Passage Project. Funding for this project will come 
from Fund 602. 

I. Welcome and Introductions  

Tracy Hillman welcomed everyone to the meeting and participants introduced themselves.  

II. Agenda Review  

The PRCC Habitat Subcommittee reviewed and approved the November meeting agenda.  

III. September Meeting Notes  

PRCC HabSC members reviewed and approved the 11 September 2025 meeting notes.  

IV. Review Action Items   

The PRCC HabSC reviewed the following action item from the September meeting:  

• Tracy Hillman will share the agenda for the habitat projects tour in Canada as soon as it is 
available. Complete. The agenda was sent to the PRCC HabSC on 30 September 2025. 

V. Project Updates  

Members of the PRCC HabSC provided the following updates on funded projects:   

• Primary Appraiser (Pacific Appraisal Associates) – Dave Duvall reported that there is no update 
on Pacific Appraisal Associates projects.  

• Primary Appraiser (Noble Ag Land Valuation) – Dave Duvall reported that a contract has been 
signed with Mark Noble.   

• ORRI VDS Backwatering Project (ONA) – Chris Fisher reported that there is no update on this 
project. The project was visited during the tours in Canada. This project can be closed once the 
final invoice is received. 

• Lower Wenatchee Instream Flow Enhancement Project, Phase II Project (TU) – Tracy 
Bowerman reported that the sponsor began construction on this project on 1 October. Work 
focused on pump station demolition, tree removal, and site clearing adjacent to the ditch. Two 
crews are installing the pipeline. By the end of the third week of October, about 800 feet of 
HDPE (high-density polyethylene) pipe had been installed and backfilled, along with an 18-inch 
steel pipe crossing beneath the railroad right-of-way. Work at the pump station began in early 
November and includes structural steel installation, pan decking, and concrete floor placement. 

• Peshastin Creek RM 2.5 Project (CF) – Tracy Bowerman indicated that the sponsor continued 
working through the environmental compliance process. The Conditional Letter of Map Revision 
(CLOMR) and Nationwide Permit (NWP) 27 have been issued, and Section 106 requirements are 
complete. The next step is to begin the floodplain development permit. 

 
2 All decision items listed here were approved by PRCC HabSC members.  
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• Bockoven Entiat and Stormy Acquisition Projects (CDLT) – Jeremy Cram reported that there is 
no update on this project. The landowner has put the sale on pause.  

• Canyon Creek Culvert Design and Construction Project (CF) – Tracy Bowerman indicated that 
the sponsor is waiting for the US Forest Service to complete their review of the designs.  

• Eagle Rocks Habitat Enhancement Project (MSRF) – Tracy Bowerman said the sponsor will 
begin gate construction after the cows are removed from the property. The irrigation system 
has been winterized, and the sponsor is removing extra materials and cleaning up the site. 

• Kedrowski Acquisition Project (MSRF) – Tracy Bowerman indicated that the sponsor is 
reviewing boundary adjustment questions with Okanogan County Planning and drafted a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) for Assessor review. They also met with the seller and 
are scheduled to close on 30 November 2025. 

• Bartsch Acquisition – Lower Twisp River – Reach 2A Project (MSRF) – Dave Duvall said this 
project is complete and can be closed once the sponsor submits the final invoice. Dave will 
check with the sponsor to see whether the project can be closed.  

• Skyline Screen and Fish Return Upgrades Project (MSRF) – Tracy Bowerman reported that the 
sponsor removed about 6,000 feet of corrugated metal pipe and graded the area for the new 
HDPE pipe. They fused HDPE fittings for dissimilar pipe connections and began fusing 30-foot 
lengths of pipe. The sponsor assisted with the shutdown of the irrigation system and the fish 
screen operation. They received the steel bridge and bridge components and developed access 
to both sides of Cub Creek for bridge installation. The trestle was set in place in early November.  

• Penticton Dam Fish Passage Construction (ONA) – Chris Fisher reported that the fishway is 
complete and operating. Some members of the PRCC Habitat Subcommittee visited the fishway 
during the tour in Canada.  

• ORRI Okanagan Falls (ONA) – Dave Duvall said this project is complete; however, the sponsor is 
interested in extending the project downstream. Dave asked whether the PRCC HabSC would be 
interested in a budget amendment and time extension or would prefer to review a new 
application. Members present agreed that the sponsor should submit a new application. Dave 
will relay this to the sponsor.  

• White River Ohme Acquisition (CDLT) – Dave Duvall said the transaction is expected soon. Once 
the transaction is final, the project can be closed.  

• Enloe Dam Sediment Analysis and 30% Design (TU) – Chris Fisher reported that the sponsor 
continues to make progress on this project. The elutriate tests will be conducted in two dilution 
series using composite samples from (1) the four hottest samples (with the most concentrated 
arsenic, >1,000 mg/l) and (2) moderately hot samples (arsenic concentrations over CSL but 
under 1,000 mg/l). This work is required for the 401 Certification. Depending on the testing 
results, selective dredging may be necessary. Chris said the sponsor may need a time extension.  

• Methow River Riparian Stewardship (MSRF) – Dave Duvall reported that there is no new 
update on this project. 

• M2@3R Habitat Construction (MSRF) – Dave Duvall reported that the sponsor is coordinating 
with stakeholders on the construction schedule. In addition, they had a site visit with the 
engineer to assess construction staging and access. 
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• Libby Creek Fish-Passage Barrier Dam Removal (CF) – Tracy Bowerman reported that the 
sponsor, WDFW, and USFWS are pursuing the possibility of converting the irrigator’s water 
rights to groundwater. They are in the process of evaluating feasibility of this option with the 
Department of Ecology and Trust Water Rights. The irrigator is the last remaining surface water 
right in Libby Creek. In the past, the irrigator was not interested in moving to a well, but his 
current infrastructure is aged. The conversion could result in an overall cost and maintenance 
savings resulting in more water in-stream, while simultaneously removing the fish passage 
barrier completely, without requiring construction of a roughened channel. There are a lot of 
details to work out to see whether this is a feasible option. 

• Sugar Channels Reconnection Project (MSRF) – Tracy Bowerman reported that work on this 
project is underway, with the sponsor completing work along the left bank of the river. She also 
shared photos of the constructed side channels (see Attachment 1). 

• Methow River – Integrated CMZ Project (MSRF) – Dave Duvall reported that the contract with 
the sponsor has been finalized, and the sponsor provided their insurance certificates. 

• Wenatchee-Okanogan Comprehensive Thermal IR Surveys (CCD) – Contract can begin with 
approved meeting minutes.  

• 2026 Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board Science Summit (UCSRB) – Dave Duvall reported 
that the Silver Sponsorship ($1,000) invoice is pending.  

VI. Restoration/Protection Projects  

Okanagan Lake Dam East Salmon Passage Project 

Dave Duvall introduced the Okanagan Lake Dam East Salmon Passage Project Specification Sheet and 
noted that although the project is complete, the sponsor (Okanagan Nation Alliance; ONA) indicated 
that several constraints encountered during construction resulted in additional unavoidable costs. This 
was a very complex project with significant challenges that were not foreseen during the design phase 
of the project. Dave outlined the five major challenges encountered during construction of the project. 
Dave indicated that the sponsor is asking for $332,315.08 to cover the unforeseen expenses.   

Members discussed the major challenges and the estimated budget. They questioned why service lines 
and a utility pole were not known to be an issue before construction. In addition, the sponsor should 
have known before construction that the vehicle bridge would need to meet seismic needs for soil 
strength. Regarding the budget, members questioned why there are line items for Administration and 
Contingency, given that the project is complete. As a result of these concerns, the PRCC HabSC decided 
to table a funding decision on this project and request additional information from the sponsor. 
Specifically, the PRCC HabSC requests that the sponsor respond to the following questions/comments: 

1. Because the project is complete, why is there a request for additional funding for 
Administration and Contingency? 

2. Please provide more information on how the Administration cost was estimated and why it is so 
large ($53,310.82)? 

3. The Subcommittee was surprised that issues such as relocation of service lines and a utility pole 
and the design of the vehicle bridge to meet seismic needs were not addressed in the designs 
before construction was initiated. These appear to be challenges that should have been known 
and addressed during the design phase. Please comment on why these were not evaluated 
during the design phase of the study. 
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After the sponsor responds to the PRCC HabSC’s questions/comments, the PRCC HabSC will make a 
funding decision. 

Following the meeting, the PRCC HabSC received a revised specification sheet from ONA that included 
an updated budget based on the PRCC HabSC questions. The sponsor reduced both the Administration 
and Contingency costs. The total request changed from $332,315.08 to $301,862.80. On Tuesday, 25 
November, the PRCC HabSC approved funding for the project. The PRCC HabSC indicated that at the end 
of the project, they want the sponsor to reconcile the actual exchange rate with the Contingency rate 
identified in the revised application. That is, the sponsor should bill only for the actual exchange rate, 
not the full contingency amount. 

Decision: PRCC Habitat Subcommittee members approved $301,862.80 for the Okanagan Nation 
Alliance Okanagan Lake Dam East Salmon Passage Project. Funding for this project will come from Fund 
602. 

VII. Administration and Information Updates  

Okanagan Habitat Tour in Canada 

Tracy Hillman and Chris Fisher summarized the tour that occurred in Canada in October. They walked 
through the tour packet provided by ONA (see Attachment 2). In addition, Tracy provided photos of 
completed and proposed projects visited during the tour (see Attachment 3). 

VIII. Adjourn  

Tracy Hillman adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm.  

IX. Next Meeting  

The next meeting of the PRCC HabSC will be on 11 December 2025.  
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Attachment 1 
 

Photos of the Sugar Channels Reconnection Project taken by Tracy 
Bowerman 
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Attachment 2 
 

Tour Packet Provided by the Okanagan Nation Alliance during the 
Tour in October 
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Attachment 3 
 

Photos of Completed and Proposed Projects taken during the Tour in 
Canada in October 
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